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Summary Highlights 
 
 Accreditation of foreign organizations working in the Donetsk People’s Republic is now required  

 Access of humanitarian assistance to NGCAs is increasingly limited 

 International Medical Corps continues implementation of protection activities for the conflict-
affected population in the east of Ukraine 

 
 

 
Map of displacement in Ukraine and surrounding areas (OCHA 15 July 2015) 

 

Background and Situation 

As the situation continues to deteriorate in Ukraine, regulations limit the ability to access the non-
government controlled areas (NGCAs) where approximately 3,000,000 individuals are in need of 
humanitarian assistance. According to the Ministry of Social Policy of Ukraine, as of July 17, there are 
1,391,200 internally displaced persons (IDPs) in Ukraine and according to the United Nations Office for  
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Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs, 922,651 individuals have sought refuge in other countries, 
including Russia, Belarus and Poland.  
 
Freedom of movement and humanitarian access are currently the key concerns, restricting assistance to 
those affected by the conflict, especially those residing in the NGCAs. Restriction of access is due to 
continued fighting, security measures imposed by the authorities on both sides of the contact line and the 
ongoing blockade of non-government controlled areas. 
 
Basic services, such as water and electricity supply are periodically cut in Mariupol and Donetsk. IDPs report 
that long-term housing solutions are difficult to find, with the vast majority staying with volunteers and 
host families. Preparation of accommodation for winter is a serious challenge and employment remains 
difficult for IDPs to find. Health facilities report shortages in pharmaceuticals and medical supplies, in 
particular, in NGCAs. Chronic disease continues to be one of the main health concerns, however, several 
other issues have been brought up by agencies operating in eastern Ukraine. For example, according to 
UNAIDS, approximately 8,000 people with HIV face a critical shortage of antiretroviral (ARV) drugs and 
their supply is planned run out in mid-August unless a blockade is lifted. Tuberculosis (TB) is also a major 
concern, as there are interruptions in the supply of specialized drugs for multidrug-resistant/extensively 
drug-resistant TB. Moreover, organizations conducting TB prevention programs report difficulty in 
ensuring timely and comprehensive testing for tuberculosis, as hospitals experience shortages in supplies, 
including film for X-ray and other materials. The conflict continues to seriously affect the mental health and 
psychological well-being of the population, as many have been affected by the fighting in their hometowns 
and villages, causing psychological stress reactions and increasing the risk for developing mental health 
problems such as post-traumatic stress disorder and depression in the longer term. 
 
Access 
 
Humanitarian access to non-government controlled areas remains greatly restricted with the opening 
and closing of checkpoints unpredictable from day to day, and large queues at checkpoints. Cross-line 
movement of humanitarian assistance commodities has been severely hampered by the security 
situation and by changes in legislation and regulations. The Logistics Cluster informed its participants 
and partners that transport services (convoys) from the government-controlled areas (GCAs) through 
the contact line into the non-government controlled areas are temporarily suspended. De-facto 
authorities of the Donetsk People’s Republic (DPR) have also published that accreditation in the DPR 
is a now a requirement for humanitarian organizations to work in the area.  
 
Current Programming 
 
Protection  
 
International Medical Corps continues to implement its emergency protection program with local 
partners, Women’s Rights Centre La Strada-Ukraine (La Strada), Most Center for Social Development 
Donetsk Oblast Charitable Foundation (Most) and Mariupol Youth Union (MYU). Through the 
intervention, psychologists have been working with children and their parents who have been affected 
by the conflict and may require specialized support. After-school clubs continue to provide protection 
services in project areas.  
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Youth Center in Donetsk Oblast Youth Center in Donetsk Oblast 

 
Local partner La Strada maintains a hotline for those affected by gender-based violence. Since April 
2015 until June 2015 there was a 16% increase in the number of calls coming from conflict-affected 
areas including Mariupol and Kharkiv. International Medical Corps also conducted trainings for its 
partners La Strada, MYU, and Most on Child Protection Principles, Psychological First Aid, GBV Guiding 
Principles and IASC Guidelines.  
 
Security 
 
The security situation around Donetsk city intensified this past week. The Organization for Security 
and Co-operation in Europe (OSCE) reported 12 mortar explosions in and around Donetsk airport and 
exchanges of small arms fire between government-controlled Pisky and the DPR-controlled Volvo 
Centre. Several buildings were also damaged in the downtown area of Donetsk. Near government-
controlled Novobakhmutivka, and several other locations near the front line there were bursts of small 
arms fire over the course of the weekend and early this week. Government-controlled Krasnohorivka 
came under heavy shelling in the early hours of July 19. According to government authorities, 16 
houses were damaged and no one was injured. Despite claims that the withdrawal of heavy weapons 
was complete, OSCE observed weapon movements in areas that are in violation of the weapons’ 
respective withdrawal lines both in NGCA and GCAs.  
 
 
 

For additional information please contact: 
 

Jehangir Ali Khan, Regional Coordinator (HQ) 
jkhan@internationalmedicalcorps.org 

 
Sergey Khomchenko, Country Director (Kyiv, Ukraine) 

skhomchenko@internationalmedicalcorps.org 
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